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Declaration from the 1995 NSKK Mission Consultation

1. In the Beginning

Yet Yahweh waits to give you grace; he rises to show you compassion. For Yahweh is a
God of Justice. Blessed are all who hope in him. (Isaiah 30:18)

In May 1994 at the 46th NSKK synod it was resolved that the NSKK Mission Consultation
would be held in 1995. Thus, between August 28 to 31 in this 50th year of the end of the Asia-
Pacific war, we gathered together for a consultation seeking “the Church living in Christ who
works in history, in the world, in society, and among people.” The theme of the consultation was
“The Mission of NSKK — its responsibility in history and its vision toward the 21st century.” At
this consultation we listened to the keynote address (“The Mission of the Church and the History
of Japan”), had Bible study (“The Calling to Do Justice”) and, during the services, heard the
testimonies of guests from Korea and the Philippines. Going through all these programs, we
acknowledged that we had failed to reflect on history through our own faith. During the special
address (“To Transform in Each and Every Place”) we felt challenged as we heard reports on the
environment and witnesses given by women and the disabled who continue to suffer in this present
age. We tried to clarify for ourselves the issues and made some proposals in order to start working
towards the 21st century.

We confess NSKK’s past wrongdoings and ask God and the Asian-Pacific people who
suffered under Japanese invasion for forgiveness. We pray and ask that we may realize that as
people of God we are being called to do justice. May our church be tranformed into the Church

that can hear the cries and sufferings of a divided world.

The living God,

the living, moving Spirit of God

has called us together

in witness,

in celebration,

in struggle.

Give us the strength to repent, and renew us in your Risen Life.

— from the prayers used in the Mission Consultation
2. The Responsibility and Responses of NSKK to History
When we decide in faith to die with Christ (who died on the cross for human love and

unity) and to live with Christ in his risen life, we are being called to the new community of God

(the Church) where we can meet our neighbors and, for the first time, love them in a true sense.
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The Church as an institution often distorts the Gospel, living only to perpetuate itself, develop its
power, and keep its house in order. We must constantly reflect on our daily encounters and remind
ourselves to love and be in solidarity with our suffering neighbors to whom Jesus reveals Himself.

Fifty years ago, in 1945, we of NSKK were standing at a turning point in history: the
defeat of the Tennoh’s nation and the end of Japan’s colonization of her neighbors. In the synod
of that year, Bishop Chinji Sasaki pointed out “the church’s fallacious attitude towards the policy
of the nation” and “the church’s obliviousness to mission” as he spoke about the attitude of the
church during the war. God gave the synod, the House of Bishops, dioceses and each church the
opportunity to reflect on our failure to be prophets during the war. We were also given the chance
to sincerely apologize to our invaded and oppressed neighbors. That would have been a wonderful
opportunity for us to work towards true reconciliation with our neighbors.

But as we see in the form of “Special Prayer Service for Shina-Jihen (China Incidentl )”
and “Special Prayer for Dai-Towa War (Great Asia War2 ),” NSKK had been praying for victory.
NSKK did not reflect on its misdeeds — that we had approved the occupation of other nations and
had contributed to the war in the name of Christ. Instead in the 22nd synod of 1947, NSKK
decided to use the 1938 prayer book again as the official book of common prayer. In this book we
find prayers like “For Tennoh,” “Prayer for Kigensetsu (Empire Day3 )” which acknowledge that
Tennoh’s reign was the will of God. And until the book was revised in 1959, NSKK had taught in
Catechism that in answer to the question “What is it you should do for your neighbor?” her
members were to answer, “... to obey Tennoh and the rulers...” Before Holy Communion, NSKK
had the priests say, “May God bless all who have sovereignty especially our Tennoh...” and in the
morning and evening prayer it was church duty to pray for blessings to Tennoh. Thus, it is clear
that NSKK has failed to deal with many issues after the war.

NSKK eliminated “Prayer for Kigensetsu,” “Prayer for Tennoh,” and so on when we
revised the book of common prayer. However, NSKK has not issued any declaration resulting
from basic reflections on the assumption that the nation’s will was God’s will. We who gather at
this consultation acknowledge that, as a Church that assumes responsibility for its past actions,
we now have to face the fact that NSKK has not reflected on its wrongdoings during the war and
has not issued any statements.

Since its establishment, NSKK has been compromising the Gospel’s ideals by repeatedly
giving in to the nation’s policies. NSKK unquestioningly accepted the “freedom of faith” article
in the Meiji Constitution. The article was adopted by the Meiji government on the condition that
no one was to disturb national peace and order and people were not to go against their duties as
people of Tennoh. NSKK was also drawn to accept other national policies that implemented an
education that made the people obedient to Tennoh, enforced worship at the shrine, and justified
Japan’s war effort under the name “Hakko-Ichiu (the Whole World Under One Roof.4 )’ When
NSKK had finally realized these, it was no longer in a position to resist. At one point NSKK
experienced “oppression by government officials” because of its relationship with the Church of

England, ECUSA, and the Anglican Church of Canada. In spite of these experiences, we, the
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churches of NSKK, failed tostand in solidarity with the oppressed.

NSKK also heard from the Okinawa Diocese about stories such as the massacre of
Okinawa residents, forced group suicides which were initiated under the national policy of making
all Japanese Tennoh’s people, and threats to establish US bases after the war. The Okinawa Diocese
asked NSKK “to understand our history and our situation” when they moved into NSKK from
ECUSA in 1972. NSKK must reflect on its failure to respond to the Okinawa Diocese’s plea.

During the consultation we listened to the testimonies of our neighbors who belong to
Anglican Churches in Korea and the Philippines. These churches maintained their faith at the risk
of losing their lives among a distressed people. We now admit that NSKK did not know the
historical facts and has not made any effort to learn them or make them known. We strongly feel
the need to reexamine the attitude of churches who strayed from the Gospel to become oppressors.
The Japanese government and the Diet has not admitted Japan’s misdeeds during the war and has
not assumed responsibility for actions carried out under the Tennoh system. The churches who
used to cooperate with the government are also accountable for our nation’s attitudes.

But the present generation will have to answer for the blood of all the prophets that has
been shed since the foundation of the world. (Luke 11:50)

We, the Mission Consultation participants, acknowledge that NSKK took part in the war and,
soon after Japan’s defeat, failed to assume responsibility for its actions during the war. Therefore,
we clearly admit that NSKK supported and approved of Japan’s invasion of other countries, and
that after the war we failed to apologize and give compensation to the victims as a nation. We
confess to God all these misdeeds and apologize to our neighbors whom we persecuted. We also
strongly feel that NSKK as a whole needs to confess, apologize, and repent. We cannot know
Japanese history and correct the present situation unless we try to walk with the oppressed in
Japan such as other Asians (especially Koreans in Japan and those who suffered during the war),
the people of Okinawa, indigenous people (especially Ainu), Buraku people, the disabled, and
women — all who continue to suffer from discrimination.

NSKK has not lifted its prophetic voice against discrimination, thus threatening the lives
of our neighbors. It has not spoken against economic exploitation, nuclear policies, the continued
destruction of the environment. Instead NSKK sided with the aggressors and exploiters. We need
to examine history so we can transform our present and direct our future. Without inclining our
ears to the people in our church community “who are made small,” we cannot claim ourselves to
be Church. We have to center our lives in our faith which moves us to live together with the
marginalized in history.

Through listening to the rest of Asia and by walking together with the social minorities

in Japan we may recover our ability to discern evil. We are being called by God to choose as a
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faithful people to do God’s work in mission.

3. Vision towards the 21st Century

Standing in the middle of the “Decade of Evangelism,” we now acknowledge that the
Church exists for “God’s mission.” To exist for God’s mission implies that we should have the
courage and flexibility to change and be changed as God leads us through history.

Human rights, justice, and the care of our environment are the main issues of mission.
We resolve to become a Church which aims to regain the rights and social status of the distressed
and oppressed people. In NSKK we see many valuable works going on in various places. We in
NSKK have to continually renew our reponses to the call for mission.

In solidarity with excluded and oppressed people, we fight against discrimination in its
various forms. We listen to the stories of the oppressed, not those of the oppressors. And then we
may begin to tell our own stories. With our very own words, we talk about the past, present, and
future of NSKK. Through these efforts, we believe we can finally make the Gospel of Jesus dwell
among us.

We are being asked to accomplish our prophetic mission in this world and in this society.
NSKK must especially become the salt of the earth and the light of the world to change the social
structure which produces and maintains discrimination and oppression. We understand that God’s

mission (in which we participate) includes all these things.

We especially acknowledge the need to address the following issues:

a. Liturgy
Liturgy, sermon, Bible studies, etc. have to be reexamined and enriched.
We hope that the Sunday sermons empower mission. Lay ministry should be given greater
recognition. Making the relationship between laiety and clergy more open will help

energize the community of faith.

b.  Education
In order to continue the process of transformatin, education in various places
utilizing various methods is necessary.In order to ensure the dignity of human lives and
to educate those in mission, we need good theological, historical, and humanistic

education.

c.  Self-transformation
The Church is now required to transform herself so we can sit around one
table with many people who have been discriminated. We as Church want to become a

place where all people — Koreans in Japan, Buraku people, indigenous people like Ainu,
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the people of Okinawa, permanent and temporary migrants, the disabled — live together.

Dignity of women
We reflect that in its long history Christian tradition has been the source of
women’s discrimination. We make it clear now that we will work to restore the human
dignity of women. In the present situation we value “conciliarity,” although the
participation of women in decision-making processes in Church or diocesan meetings is
very limited.
We need to reread the Bible and reform our structure. We also acknowledge
that the ordination of women to the priesthood is a very important issue NSKK is facing

now in the transformation of its Church as it enters the 21st Century.

Environment
The ACC-8 defined “Integrity of Creation” as a clear issue for mission. To
be involved in environmental issues like the nuclear issue calls for a radical change in

our lifestyles.

Capital punishment
We who are saved through repentance and forgiveness respect life, and so we
focus on priseners on death row. At the 45th synod we resolved to learn more about the

issue of capital punishment and work for its abolition.

In order to deal with these issues effectively and honestly, we need to develop various

networks. Through networking, dioceses and churches can exchange information about their

mission and direction. We hope this networking will bring about ecumenical cooperation between

churches as they carry out their local ministries. We also hope that the relationship within the

Anglican Communion and the relationship between NSKK and other oversea churches becomes

closer and more meaningful.

4. Proposals

In acknowlegement of the above points, we participants of this NSKK Mission

Consultation make the following proposals:
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To have the House of Bishops, each diocese, and each church discuss the need for

confession and the need to assume responsibility for the war.

To have NSKK begin the process of issuing a declaration about responsibility for the



war.
- In each diocese and each church we study the historical facts and accept
our nation’s history.
- We clarify NSKK’s institutional responsibility for actions during the war
and draft an official confession.
- We examine the “Kyodo Zange (Penitential Order).”
- We apologize to the victims from those countries that suffered under Japan’s
colonization and invasion.
- We clarify our responsibilities to the present and future generations for our
part in the war.
Diocesan committees and provincial committes draft a declaration of
responsibility for the war, including all the issues above, and propose the draft to the
next synod as a bill. In order to carry out the above the project team elected by the

Mission Consultation committee should support it.

To have churches of each diocese build a sistership with those in the countries that Japan

invaded and to create opportunities to meet with those churches.

To share the proceedings of the consultation with the House of Bishops (including those

bishops who were not at the consultation) and to seek their involvement.

To revise the workbook “Church Living in History” made for this Mission Consultation

and encourage each individual, church, Sunday school, etc. to use it.

To have NSKK reject all those symbols of the Tennoh System such as the use of “Gengo,”
“Hinomaru,” “Kimigayo,”5 and to refuse to pay the portion of the village contribution
that goes to the jinja (shrine.)

To make the movement to compensate war victims part of our daily life.

To strive to obtain an official apology from the State and to work for the compensation

of Asia-Pacific victims of Japan’s colonization and invasion.
To create opportunities to meet Asian people who are involved in ecumenical mission.
To network with NSKK dioceses over various issues.

To include braille and sign language in conferences like the synod and to have the
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summaries and notes accessible to the disabled.

I To create for schools with NSKK ties educational guidelines that are oriented towards

peace and justice.

m. To ask Rikkyo University’s Nuclear laboratory to stop the operation of its nuclear reactor.

n.  To create a movement to limit the State’s involvement in public education (including

private schools) so that the Japanese children’s personalities are not so heavily influenced.

We accept the above declaration and resolve to realize these ideals in each NSKK church,

diocese, province, and others. We solemnly make this declaration in the name of 1995 NSKK

Mission Consultation.

31 August 1995

Notes:
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China Incident - total scale China-Japan war provked by the July 7th battle near Beijing. Japan called

the wars “incidents” in China because it did not declare them officially.

Great Asia War - naming of the Asia Pacific War by the Imperial Japanese government. It implies the
understanding of the character of the war as “liberating Asian nations from the colonization of the

West.” The word is being used even today by those who deny the historical fact of Japan’s aggression.

Empire Day - the anniversary of accession of the fictitious Emperor Jimmu. It has created the belief in
the divinity of building of the nation of Japan and justified the Tennoh to be the supreme divine authority.
People were forced to worship the Tenno through the Kigensetsu ceremonies.

The Whole World Under One Roof - the ultra-nationalistic slogan used during the war to justify the
imperialist idea of conquering other nations with Tennoh-centered ideology.

Gengo - the Imperial calendar based on each Tennoh’s reign. Hinomaru - the rising sun flag. Kimigayo
- the de facto National Anthem. Imperial Japan forced both Japanese and the people of occupied nations
to respect them in daily life and especially every official ceremonies including church services. The

Ministry of Education obliges the public schools today to use the same in the school ceremonies.



Penitential Order (Kyodo Zange) of 1995 NSKK Mission Consultation

Célebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

Celebrant:

People:

All:

Celebrant:

We, participants of this NSKK Mission Consultation, engrave in our hearts that
NSKK had included the “Prayer for Tennoh” in the Book of Common Prayer

and, for a long time, used this prayer in the official services.

O Lord, pardon and deliver us from this sin against your commandment, “I am
the Lord your God who brought you out of bondage. You shall have no other

gods but me.”

We engrave in our hearts that NSKK was involved in the war, using prayers
such as “Special Prayer Service for Shina-Jihen,” “Special Prayer for Daitowa

Senso,” and “Kigen-setsu Prayer.”

O Lord, pardon and deliver us from this sin against your commandment, “You

shall not commit murder.”

We engrave in our hearts that NSKK has not carried out its responsibilities
towards all those who suffered and died during the war, especially the Asian-
Pacific victims of Japanese aggression. We also engrave in our hearts that we

have been sinfully seeking economic prosperity at the expense of our neighbors.

O Lord, pardon and deliver us from this sin against your commandment, “You

shall not covet anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

We engrave in our hearts that NSKK has failed to hear the cries of those
discriminated such as women, the disabled, foreigners like Koreans living in
Japan, Buraku-people, Ainu, and the people of Okinawa. We also engrave in
our hearts that even in our churches, there have been so many other forms of
discrimination that we have failed to recognize. Because of our ignorance, we

continue to cause great suffering.

O Lord, pardon and deliver us from this sin against your commandment, “Love

your neighbors as you love yourself.”

We have been walking without understanding the call to do justice.
Help us, O Lord, that we may repent and rise from our present situation.
Transform us, O Lord, that we may not pray in a wrong way. May we follow

your path to glory in the name of Christ. Amen.

“And if you swear, ‘As the Lord lives,” in truth, in justice, and in uprightness,

then nations shall bless themselves in him.” (Jeremiah 4:2)
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The Consultation was not without its
confusions, misunderstandings and contro-
versies. Because of its title, some initially
thought it was a Partners in Mission consul-
tation. Others thought it was a consultation
on the evangelization of Japan. Within the
NSKK, some, including a few, Bishops, op-
posed it, arguing that the NSKK has nothing
to be ashamed of in its witness in World War
I1. Primate Bishop Yashiro declined the in-
vitation to be Honorary Chair and did not at-
tend the Consultation.

The event was highly inclusive, inter-
generational and even cross-cultural. There
was a very good mix of lay and clergy, men
and women, young and old, even children, in
a relaxed atmosphere. Everyone participated,
especially the women. There were a large .and
significant number of "disabled" (the Con-
sultation argued about the term) participants.
About 15 youth stewards, who had attended
a pre-Consultation youth event, provided
technical assistance, published a daily news-
letter, videotaped the whole event, provided
music, gave presentations and participated in
the discussion. The inter-generational char-
acter of the event was symbolized for me by
the juxtaposition of the major opening ad-
dress by Dr. David Tsukada, President of
Rikkyo (St. Paul's, the Anglican university
in Tokyo) on the history of the NSKK's rela-
tionship with state Shintoism and, later in the
Consultation, an equally well-researched pre-

sentation by Taro Aihara, a Rikkyo graduate
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student and anti-nuclear activist, on the his-
tory of the Rikkyo's nuclear reactor, a gift of
the Episcopal Church in the late fifties.
Aihara even produced the prayer that Bishop
Arthur Lichtenberger, the Episcopal Church's
Presiding Bishop at the time, used to dedi-

cate it,

The Consultation was an educational and
network-building event, in which Japanese
Anglicans who have been working on justice
and peace issues, most of which can be re-
lated to the Tenno System, could share their
research and insights. The number of partici-
pants was originally set at 150 - 50 from seven
NSKK national committees, including the
Peace and Justice Committee and the Tenno
System and Yasukuni Shrine Committee; 50
from the eleven NSKK dioceses; and 50 oth-
ers - students, interested clergy and laity,
persons with special concerns related to the
Consultation. Participants came from all the
dioceses (especially Tokyo, Osaka and
Kyoto), the Rikkyo, the Central Theological
College (CTC) and other Provincial institu-
tions. Five NSKK diocesan bishops attended
(Tokyo, Osaka, Kobe, Kyushu, Okinawa)
while six (Hokkaido, Tohoku, Kita Kanto [the
Primate], Yokohama, Chubu and Kyoto) de-
clined. The Bishop of Okinawa, Paul
Nakamura, a strong opponent of the Tenno
System because of the brutal Japanese oppres-
sion of Okinawa, was Honorary Chall The

broader Christian community in Japan was



represented by the General Secretary of the
National Christian Council of Japan, Kenichi

Otsu, and Roman Catholic participants.

The Consultation was organized by a
planning committee consisting of represen-
tatives of Provincial committees and dioceses
and others with expertise in the issues. Staff
of the Central Theological College, especially
Professor Izumi Ida, a specialist in twentieth
century Japan-Korea church relations, played
an important role in the event. (Prof Ida's new
book a 800-page collection of documentation
pertaining to Japanese church relations with
Korea during the Japanese colonial period,
has just been published. It took six years to
prepare and was extremely draining emotion-
ally.) The planners prepared an extensive
workbook, distributed to participants before-
hand, with documents pertaining to the Tenno
System, Japanese colonialism and the NSKK,
including the text of a proposed "apology".
The planners were the new generation of the
NSKK leadership, planning their first large
national and international event, unfortu-
nately without the support of the Japanese
Primate, several of the other bishops and
other older clergy.

However, the result was spectacular.
Several times people said to me that the
NSKK has never had an event like this one,
in its size, diversity, inter-generational char-
acter, imaginative liturgy and diversity of
international partners. It was clearly a NSKK
event (all in Japanese, translation provided,
although some participants spoke in Korean
and English) dealing with the NSKK's

agenda, at which a small number of overseas

partners were very welcome (and, indeed,
privileged) guests. There was none of the
eagerness-toplease that one sometimes finds
at Partners in Mission consultations. Lee Jae-
Joung commented that he had never experi-
enced such an event in the Anglican Church
of Korea and was greatly impressed. My im-
pression is that for many of the Japanese par-
ticipants, this was the first time to be present

at a church event with international partners.

The "Tenno System" and the NSKK's
Response

Before describing the Consultation, I
need to comment briefly on the "Tenno Sys-
tem". Westerners, accustomed to European
monarchies, often do not understand what all
the fuss is about. The translator for David
Tsukada's address comments, ""Tennoh', of-
ten translated 'Emperor’, is much more than
emperor. 'Ten' is 'heaven' and 'noh’' is maj-
esty perhaps 'His Majesty from Heaven' might
approach the meaning of this term and, there-
fore, the serious theological implications."
The Tenno, descended from the Sun god, is
himself divine and father of all Japanese.
Those who are not Japanese (Koreans, Chi-
nese and other foreigners) are not descended
from the Tenno and not really part of the na-
tion. Japanese who die for the nation in war
(including Christian Japanese, against their
will), are enshrined as gods at Yasukuni
Shrine in Tokyo. (The Christian churches in
Japan have been fighting this practice for
some years.) Japanese internalization of the
Tenno System (Japan's racial and cultural
superiority) undergirded Japan's colonial ex-

pansion in Asia and its aggressiveness in
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World War II and it continues to be the base
of Japanese discrimination against non-Japa-
nese and the exploitation of other peoples of
Asia. - The Tenno System, state Shintoism,
is a form of religious nationalism that results
in exclusivism, racism, chauvinism, hierar-
chical social structures and militarism. Al-
though Japan was defeated in World War II,
the mind set of the Tenno System remains,
causing many to fear the resurgence of Japa-
nese militarism in the region.

The Consultation began late on the af-
ternoon of August 28th with opening worship
and introductory comments from Bishop
Junichiro Furomoto of Kobe, Chaplain of the
Consultation, and Bishop Paul Nakamura of
Okinawa, Honorary Chair. The opening wor-
ship included a rather un-Japanese free-for-
all exchange of the Peace while all sang "Seek
Ye First the Kingdom of God" (in Japanese,
of course). It felt like Holy Trinity, Toronto!

In the evening, Dr. David Tsukada gave
the first keynote address on the NSKK's am-
bivalent relationship with the Tenno System,
both past and present. The address was ex-
tremely comprehensive and is difficult to
summarize. David began by noting the fun-
damental incompatibility of Christianity and
the Tenno System and the difficulty that the
NSKK has historically had in facing this is-
sue. He then made a critical theological analy-
sis of the NSKK's relation with the state from
pre-War times to the present. He also sug-
gested many future directions, both theologi-
cally and practically. At the end, he admitted
his own personal frustration as a university
president in dealing with the Ministry of Edu-

cation on some of these same issues.
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The NSKK refused in 1941 to go into
the government-organized state church, the

Nippon Kirisuto-Kyodan (Japanese
Christian Church) with its Tenno worship and
total subservience to government policies.
Defending Anglican apostolic order, two
NSKK bishops and several priests went to jail
rather than join the Kyodan. As members of
an unlicensed religious organization, many
NSKK members were harassed and placed
under government surveillance. (The Japa-
nese Primate's father, Michael Hinsuke
Yashiro, then Suffragan Bishop of Kobe, was
one of the Bishops who steadfastly refused
to join the Kyodan; many regarded him as the
saviour of the NSKK. He later became the
Primate.) The NSKK comes out fairly well
in this part of the story.

However, Japanese Anglicans were for
the most part sympathetic to the Japanese
government's goals. The NSKK prayed regu-
larly for Japan's victory in the "sacred" war.
NSKK missionaries, including a Japanese
Bishop of Korea, worked in Korea, Taiwan
and Okinawa in full support of Japanese co-
lonial expansion. The NSKK prayed for the
Tenno in words that seemed to recognize his
divine character as Father of the Nation. An-
glican schools allowed the installation of
Shinto altars and visits to Shinto temples.
Anglicans (including the Suffragan Bishop of
Kobe) served in the Japanese Imperial Army.
And finally, at the time of the formation of
the Kyodan, three bishops and a significant
number of priests and laity broke away from
the NSKK, joined the new state church and

consecrated more Anglican bishops within



the Kyodan. (Most Anglicans who joined the
Kyodan retuned to the NSKK after the war
and the extra bishops were a source of much
difficulty.) There is much in the NSKK's his-
tory, in its general acquiescence to the Tenno
System, to apologize for. David's presenta-
tion was followed by Ms. Hong's moving ac-
count of her childhood in Korea during the
Japanese colonial period. While entirely flu-
ent in Japanese, she spoke in Korean with a

translator.

The next morning the Consultation broke
into sections to reflect on the keynote address
and Ms. Hong's witness. Intonational partners
met in a separate group with the NSKK Gen-
eral Secretary, Fr. Nathaniel Uematsu; the
NSKK PIM Secretary, Fr. Sam Koshiishi;
Fred Honaman, Episcopal Church Mission-
ary and Secretary to the NSKK Primate;
Bishop Joseph lida of Kyushu; and Bishop
John Takeda of Tokyo. We discussed the
goals of the Consultation and reflected on
issues of repentance and apology. The group
became a good experience of education, shar-

ing and candid partnership.

Later in the morning, after a moving
Bible study on Justice/Righteousness by Prof.
Ida of CTC, four Japanese panelists spoke on
"The Church Living History" - Ms. Umeyo
Iwai of Tokyo, a member of the Society of
Women Who Think of the Church, on her
childhood education during the War; Bishop
Nakamura on the need for the NSKK to make
a confession for its war-time sins just as the
Kyodan did 27 years ago; Koichi Kiyoshi, a
high school teacher in Nagoya, on the diffi-

culties of teaching history accurately in the
Japanese school system; and Taro Aihara on
the Rikkyo nuclear reactor. Small group dis-
cussion continued on the NSKK's responsi-
bility for all this history and the NSKK's pos-
sible response. This time international part-
ners spread themselves among the NSKK
groups, accompanied by translators. Group
discussion continued in the evening. The
day's session (7 a.m. to 10 p.m.) ended with
Rex's reflection on Japan and the Philippines

and evening prayer.

The next morning began with prayer and
the second keynote address, "To Transform
Each and Every Place" by Dr. John Pobee.
The address was a very comprehensive the-
ology of mission with some general, but very
careful, suggestions for the Japanese context.
I had the impression that much of the mate-
rial was new for some of the Consultation
participants. Like Tsukada, Pobee warned
against a church totally dominated by the
bishops, a current problem in the NSKK.
People then went back into sections to dis-
cuss the address.

In the afternoon, five panelists spoke on
"Prospects for the 21 st. Century" - Fr.
Michito Sasaki, Chaplain of St. Luke's Hos-
pital Chapel, Tokyo, and Thomas Kosuke
Hidaka, a first-year student at CTC, the
Consultation's pianist and a blind person, on
the experiences of disabled people in the
church; Ms. Kumiko Yamada, Chair of the
YWCA Asia International Environmental
Conference, on the environment; and Ms.
Kumiko Nakao of Osaka Diocese, one of the

youth stewards, and Ms. Mei Miki, a mem-
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ber of the Society of Women Who Think of
the Church, on affirming the dignity of
women in the church. Ms. Nakao's presenta-
tion was dramatic. She slowly wrapped a
small doll in a ribbon, representing all the
binding expectations of family and society on
girls as they grow up: "Find a good husband
quickly, wear make-up, dress well, walk
slowly - it's all for your happiness". Finally,
she decided her parents' expectations were too
much. At that point in her presentation, Ms.
Nakao brought a hammer down on the doll,
crushing it to bits.

Tearfully she continued, "I am no longer
a doll. I am a human being. I don't have to
think of anything if I remain a doll. Are you
trying to break the dol1?" Ms. Miki spoke in

support of the ordination of women to the
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priesthood, a very controversial issue in the
NSKK. Small groups again met and prepared
their input for the Consultation's final state-
ment.

The heavy agenda was briefly relieved
by a social evening with included jazz on the
keyboard of Thomas Hidaka and vigorous
dancing to an expanded version of the Lord's
Prayer, led by the stewards. The youth also
led the day's evening worship and sang a
moving song on the history of Japan which
they had composed during the Youth Pre
Conference. The song concludes, "The offi-
cial history of Nippon [Japan] does not teach
us the truth. So what truth do you know? Do
we know our own history, the history of

Nippon?" (For the full text, see Appendix 3




.) Drafters of the Consultation Statement and
Confession worked until 3 :30 a.m. when the
word processors (a bit more complicated in
Japanese than in English) took over. The pro-
posed texts were finally ready at 5:30 a.m.
on the last morning of the Consultation.

The final morning began with the Eu-
charist with Bishop Nakamura, ex-Kamikaze
pilot turned Christian, presiding. Around the
altar were Bishop Furomato of Kobe, the two
priests from Korea and the Philippines and
two of the NSKK's six women deacons. It was
only the second time for me to see Japanese
women clergy functioning liturgically. The
Eucharist was very much a strengthening of
the community before facing the difficulties
of developing a final Consultation Statement
and Confession in the final plenary session.

At the beginning of the morning session,
one of the women participants announced that
earlier in the Consultation, she and a group
of the women had respectfully taken down
the Japanese Hinomaru (rising sun) "national”
flag flying over the conference centre. "Sol-
diers raised the flag on mountains of conquest
and committed all their atrocities under it. It
should not fly over this place." She circulated
a petition requesting our hosts, the Kiyosato
Educational Experiment Project (KEEP), a
NSKK-related institution, to quit flying the
Hinomaru flag.

The drafting committees then presented
the proposed texts of the Consultation State-
ment and Confession. The Statement dis-
cussed the NSKK's failure to behave pro-
phetically in World War II and its collabora-
tion with the Tenno System and expressed the

NSKK's need to discover and repent of its

history. It discussed issues of discrimination,
education, marginalized people, ordination of
women to the priesthood and the environ-
ments. It urged the development of a work-
book on the history of the NSKK to be used
in Sunday schools so that Anglicans know
their history, both good and bad. It urged the
NSKK to develop a process of education lead-
ing to a full NSKK confession and to develop
relations with the victims of Japanese colo-
nialism in Asia. It urged the rejection of the
Hinomaru flag, Kimigayo, the de-fact na-
tional anthem, and all other manifestations
of the Tenno System. The Statement urged
the formation of conferences and networks
on these issues across the NSKK and ex-
pressed regret that the Primate and five other
bishops did not attend the Consultation. Fi-
nally, it urged that Braille and sign language
be prepared for the next General Synod. The

text of the Confession I will discuss later.

The Consultation then spent two and a
half hours in plenary revising the texts of the
Consultation Statement and Confession. Be-
cause of the shortage of time and the desire
of many to offer revisions, all had to be done
in plenary. It was a process difficult to imag-
ine in Canada. Participants offered everything
from substantive changes, to entirely new
subjects (including discrimination against
lesbians and gays) to changes in Japanese lan-
guage particles. Each proposal was submit-
ted to the plenary and, unless there was vio-
lent objection, accepted. I cannot summanze
all the suggestions. The final (at least until
now) statement was not actually available in

written form until the day after the conclu-
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sion of the Consultation. An English transla-
tion will eventually be available. The final
statement is stronger in its networking and
advocacy suggestions. Itis also clear in bring-
ing the concerns of the Consultation forward
to the next NSKK General Synod. There was

less revision of the Confession.

The Consultation then moved directly
into its final worship which had been short-
ened because of the long discussion. Lee Jae-
Joung presented the final address, emphasiz-
ing the need to uncover fully the past, to re-
alize the horror and destructiveness of it, to
repent and then, freed from it, to move for-
ward to transformation. (Throughout the Con-
sultation, Jae-Joung maintained very strongly
that unless the Japanese government made an
absolutely clear and unambiguous apology
for its brutal behavior in Korea and offered
personal compensation to the victims, such
as the so-called "comfort women", Japan
would always lack respect and credibility in
its present efforts to be a leader in Asia.) The
gathering then joined together in the Confes-
sion, which offered the Consultation's repen-
tance for the NSKK's prayers for the Tenno
and the victory of Japan in the War, for all
whose blood was shed through Japanese co-
lonialism and warfare, especially in Asia and

the Pacific, and for all discrimination,
including that against women, the disabled,
foreigners, buraku (outcaste classes), Ainu
(Japan' s aboriginal people) and the people
of Okinawa. "We should have heard their pain
and cries.”" Bishop Furomato offered the ab-
solution. The text of the Confession will

eventually be available in English. We then
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said good-bye and went our ways rather

quickly, in a rather Passover-like fashion.
A FINAL NOTE

As I travelled in Korea and Japan, I re-
flected frequently on the Anglican Church of
Canada's partnership relations with those two
countries. The relationship with Japan goes
back more than a century. I was struck at the
Consultation by how many of the speakers
and participants had some connection with the
Anglican Church of Canada, going back many
years. I was struck that the Consultation was
very much in the tradition of the Canadian
Anglican missionaries' Student Christian
Movement conferences and work camps and,
indeed, that the Consultation was, at least in
small part, the fruit of Canadian Anglican
missionaries such as the Powleses, the
Mutches, the Gorings, the Baldwins and many
others. When I had a chance to bring greet-
ings to the Consultation, I spoke briefly of
this connection but also of the Canadian
church's difficult decision in the seventies to
impose a moratorium on long-term mission-
aries and funding to Japan. Partnership has
continued without large numbers of mission-
aries or funding. There is certainly strong and
good leadership in the NSKK, such as that
displayed at the Consultation, despite the dif-
ficulties. I was also struck by how the return
of missionaries from Japan to Canada en-
riched the Canadian church at a time when
good leadership was needed. To quote the
title of Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali's book on

mission, "from everywhere to everywhere".
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1995 is an important year for NSKK as
the Church looks forward to its mission into
the twenty first century. It is important for
another reason; 1995 is the fiftieth anniver-
sary of what the consultation organizers call
"the end of the Pacific War, the end of the
imperial colonial power of Japan". The "ra-
tionale" of the consultation was "for NSKK
to examine its historical role in Japanese so-
ciety, what the Church (NSKK) has done, and
has not done, during those years of the mili-
tary invasion of Asia". The consultation was
also seen as an NSKK contribution to the
Decade for Evangelism. "This should be the
time of our own repentance as a Church for
our historical faults and also the hope for the
Church to become more conscious and re-
sponsible for its mission to the Society and
the World".

The great significance of the consulta-
tion which was held with the approval and
support of the Standing Committee of the
General Synod, was the decision of the bish-
ops, clergy and people present at the event to
own what happened during those years of the
rise of militarism and Japanese invasion of
different parts of Asia as a part of the history
of their nation and of their Church, and to
bear the responsibility for what their govern-
ment and the armies did to so many other
peoples and countries. The decision was
reached, in my observation, with much pain,
agony, sadness and soul searching. Among
the preparatory papers, there were documents

with details of Japan's invasion of Asia, the

massacres of Korean and Chinese people, and
the NSKK's subjection to emperor worship
and the military authorities' expansionist poli-
cies. The NSKK was alleged to have collabo-
rated with the military authorities' attempt to
turn the emperor into a majesty from Heaven
to whom all Japanese people, including Chris-
tians, must submit themselves, and in effect
submit themselves to the military regime's

expansionist and colonial policies.

I have never attended a consultation or
event which so truly touched the depth of my
heart, and I believe many participants felt the
same. There were tears and some wept qui-
etly as they learned what their armies did to
other countries and people in Asia and how

the NSKK failed to exercise its prophetic role.

The participants agreed to issue an open
statement with details of the deeds of the
Japanese Government and of the armed forces
during those years of the military expansion
and evidences of the NSKK's failures. The
statement is an act of confession and repen-

tance.

In this statement the participants con-
fessed before God and to all those who had
suffered, and to those who had lost their loved
ones, and asked for forgiveness. It will now
go to the General Synod for acceptance and
action. It will be translated into English to be
sent to overseas partners and the Anglican

Consultative Council for information and
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consideration. In the statement the words

(LT

"apology”,
are used. It is more and deeper than an apol-

repentance” and "forgiveness"”

ogy. This consultation will go down as a be-
ginning of a new chapter of the life and wit-
ness of the NSKK. Without this confession,
repentance and God's forgiveness, this new
chapter could not begin. Indeed it should also
be regarded as the NSKK's contribution to the
Decade for Evangelism. It gives some new
directions for the mission of the NSKK in the
coming years.

The consultation did spend time discuss-
ing a number of concerns of the NSKK to-
day. These included the purpose of education,
the protection of the environment, and
women's role in Japanese society and in the
life of the Church. There are a number of
schools, colleges and institutions of higher
education related to the NSKK. The consul-
tation regarded these institutions as great
opportunities for education, or for truth in the
light of its examination of past failures. Many
Japanese people feel that they had been de-
ceived by the military regime during those
years. They were not given the truth, full in-
formation from the politicians and the mili-
tary leaders about their schemes and the mas-

sacres committed by the armed forces.

The massacres did not come to the
knowledge of the Japanese people until the
post-war years. It was in the 1960s that Japa-
nese magazines began to report such deeds.
The common people were shocked by this
brutality, and concern has remained until to-
day that this ugly part of the history of Japan
should be taught in the schools so that the
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Japanese people will not commit such acts
against humanity again. One woman partici-
pant argued that a particular kind of political
system, namely democracy, was imposed on
the Japanese people right after the end of the
war by the American administration. She ar-
gued that those postwar years should have
been a time of reflection for the Japanese
people about their responsibility in the war.
But Japan was quickly drawn into the Cold

War on the side of the Western powers.

Bishop lida of the Diocese of Kyushu
has concluded in his preparatory paper on The
Fifteen Years of the War that the Japanese
people must not allow themselves to be de-
ceived in this way again. He agreed that war
never happens unless there are those who
deceive and those who are deceived. Those
who are deceived have lost their ability to
criticize, and entrust themselves in blind obe-
dience to those who deceive them. The bishop
added that "pilgrimage for peace is also the
pilgrimage to recover the self-hood of each
of us before God".

The consultation acknowledged the
Japanese people's share in darnaging the en-
vironment in different parts of the world.
Their wish for a higher standard of living and
Japanese industry's need for resources in or-
der to maintain its expansion, have led to
other people living at a lower standard of Tiv-
ing and to the destruction of natural resources
such as forestry, the ocean and- the sea in
some other people's countries. The youth par-
ticipants at the consultation spoke against

nuclear weapons and nuclear tests, and they



regretted the fact that the NSKK did not make
their stand clear on such matters in the post-

war years when many such tests took place.

One of the most moving presentations
at the consultation was on the traditional role
of Japanese women and there was an appeal
for ordination of women. This longing for
change was brought home by an act presented
by a women participant. She sat next to a table
and put a little doll on it. She then began to
wrap the doll round with beautiful red rib-
bon. As she was doing this, she said with
poise and a smile on her face, "Soon after my
birth I am expected to be a pretty girl, to be
an obedient daughter, to respect my elders,
to have a good education., to find a good hus-
band., to serve him and... " She then shouted,
"I am not the sum total of the expectations of
others. I have become rebellious, I want to
be myself!" As she was saying this, she took
a hammer and smashed the doll to the ground.
The whole consultation was stunned by this
dramatic act and there was complete silence.
The young woman began to weep, and many
other women participants were so moved that

they wept with her.

The consultation ended with the partici-
pants saying together a long confession and
intercessions drawn up and agreed by the
participants themselves. I noticed some par-
ticipants knelt down and some had tears in
their eyes as they said their confessions to-
gether. This touched me personally very
much indeed. As I looked around, most prob-
ably I was the only person of Chinese ethnic

origin. I could recall what the Japanese army

did to the Chinese people during those years
of occupation of China. I felt the burden of
the whole Chinese people on my shoulders,
and the question whether we could be recon-
ciled came right at me. I shared the tears of
the participants and asked God to give us that
forgiveness which we so much needed and
his grace for mutual renewal. I prayed for
justice between the Japanese people and all
those who find it difficult to forget what they
had experienced. I prayed for peace in our

hearts.

By 1900 Japan was well on its way to
achieving political and economic equality
with leading European nations. The Anglo-
Japanese treaty of 1902 signalled her accep-
tance as a major power in the world. Japan's
defeat of Russia in 1904/5 was an early warn-
ing that the fate of Asia was not to be de-
cided by the West. She used the 1914-18 war
and the peace negotiations of 1919 to further
her control of the Asian continent. She be-
came the caretaker for, and then inheritor of
Western interests in Asia. The annexation of
Korea took place in 1910. The twenty one
treaties of 1915 forced China to recognize
Japan's territorial interests in Manchuria and

in Mongolia.

It was from about 1849 that CMS came
into contact with Japan. The first CMS mission-
ary to Japan was George Ensor. He landed at
Nagasaki in 1869. By 1938, there were 32 CMS
missionaries in six different dioceses. Educa-
tional work, theological training, and work
among women and girls in particular, were

CMS' main involvement. In 1940 at the height
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of the rise of military authorities, all CMS mis-
sionaries found it necessary to leave the coun-
try. The military authorities forced the churches
to come together as a united church and to be-
come independent of any foreign aid. A major
part of the NSKK joined the united church. The
rest refused and subsequently experienced great
hardship and persecution. After the war, those
who had joined the united church withdrew
from it, and together with those who did not
join, re-established the one church of NSKK.

CMS missionaries were most reluctant to
leave. Britain and Japan had regarded each other
as friends. One observation held that there was
no wide cultural gap between the two countries.
Japanese people were literate, polite and enter-
prising, both countries had a monarch as the
head of the nation, and the climate was similar!
The NSKK was founded in 1887. It could be
said that it was the child of ECUSA, CMS and
the SPG, and they all still have close links with
the various dioceses of the NSKK today.

There were two main addresses given at
the consultation, one was by Professor John
Pobee, the director of the Theology Unit of the
WCC, and the other by the Reverent David
Osamu Tsukada, the President of St Paul Uni-
versity. Dr Tsukada' s address was a critical
reflection on the history of the NSKK. He was
critical of what he described as "the continua-
tion of the colonial character of the Church, and
"that the NSKK used the Church of England as
their model" . The consultation organizers have
described the NSKK' s expression of faith and
witness as tending to be individualistic, pietis-

tic and personally penitential. They added that
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"it may be a reflection of the dominant theol-
ogy of the Western missionaries in the nine-
teenth century". Dr Tsukada's criticism and the
organizers' observation cannot be ignored. Mis-
sionaries and mission organizations such as
CMS who aim to serve the world church need
to remember the bitter experiences of the
churches in Japan during those years.

The disappointment of the consultation
was the absence of six of the eleven bishops of
the Province at the consultation. We were told
two of the six were unwell. The bishops present
were the bishops of Tokyo, Osaka, Kobe,
Okinawa, Kyusu. We heard that some NSKK
leaders did not agree to a review of the NSKK'
s involvement during those years which might
lead to an apology by the Church for what hap-
pened. There are also different views about the
ordination of women. The external partners, and
we are sure many participants too, earnestly
hope that the NSKK leadership will listen to
the voice from Kiyosato. The bishops, clergy
and people gathered there wish to confess, to
be forgiven, to be renewed, to be fit as God's
witnesses in the twenty-first century. Bishop
Iida wrote in his preparatory paper, "It is im-
portant to observe what has happened straight-
forwardly, without prejudice, as historical facts,
and humbly to apologize what we had commit-
ted and to provide compensation for them." In-
deed it is important for people outside Japan to
know that Japanese people themselves have
asked their own government for justice and
compensation for what they lost in the war.
They mourn their dead too. Starting from Janu-
ary, for many Japanese people 1995 has been a

year of solemn and serious reflection.
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Part II- The Mission Conference

This according to the NSKK PIM Sec-
retary was the first conference of such kind
in the NSKK, gathering more than a hundred
Japanese Anglicans representing a cross sec-
tion - an octogenarian and a one year old
baby, professionals, farmers, conservatives,
liberals, so-called anglo-catholics and evan-
gelical, youth and women.

The Mission Conference dealt with main
topics outlined in the Keynote Address of
Revd. Dr. Osamu Tsukada, President of
Rikkyo University. He delivered a speech on
the history of Japan especially its role during
World War 11 and the Tennoh System on
Japanese society. He also presented some
thoughts on the issue of "understanding mis-
sion". These were to be the foci of discus-
sion for the next three days.

Of the eleven bishops, five were present
(Tokyo, Okinawa, Kobe, Kyushu and Osaka).
The Primate was noticeably absent.

The group discussions, panel presenta-
tions and debates centered on the following:

- Should the NSKK also apologies for
the oppression Korea and the Philippines suf-
fered during the War? Should and how could
they urge the Japanese government to apolo-
gize and make up to the individual victims?

- What would be the shape of NSKK's
mission and ministry in the next century con-
sidering the various issues such as ~ - ordi-

nation of women to the priesthood ~ women

deacons were there). - environmental con-
cerns - Japanese culture (The Tennoh Sys-
tem) - the ecumenical movement - liturgical

renewal.

Our presentation dealt largely on the role
of the ECP as a peacemaker, its brief history
towards autonomy citing thereby a few les-
sons and an appeal for furthering partnership/
cooperation in mission. We also touched on
the current situation in the Philippines in so
far as the Japanese church and government
ago concerned. John Pobee from Ghana, cur-
rently with the World Council of Churches
dwelt on land ; suggested that the NSKK con-
sider seriously the Gospel and Culture issue
and cultural/religious pluralism in Japan. He
added that since Christians comprise only 1%
of the Japanese population, ecumenism is also
a factor to consider. He was emphatic on edu-
cation for mission.

Korea was more forthright as it de-
manded that NSKK apologies to Korea and
that the Japanese government pay the victims
i.e. the Comfort women and other victims of
Japanese atrocities commode during the war.
The Panel Presentations were reflections from
Japanese Anglicans - clergy, senior citizens,
youth, women, students and professionals.

On the last day, a draft resolution was
presented at the Plenary. The draft to be pre-
sented to their Provincial Synod invites the

Nippon Sei Ko Kai mainly, to:
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- confess/apologize to the world for its
participation during the war i.e. it kept quiet.
- to heed the cry of the women for equal op-
portunities in ministry

- to take on a more active prophetic role
- engage in liturgical renewal and education

for mission

Another paper presented for ratification
was a Litany by the Nippon Sei Ko Kai. In
that prayer, they sought forgiveness for hav-
ing prayed for the Emperor, for their role in
the Pacific War and for praying for Japanese
victory, for those who died and those who are
alive but continue to suffer, for dis-aiminating
against women, the people of Okinawa and
the indigenous peoples. The prayer petitioned
that ~as you loved us, (so) let us love one
another~

Both documents were ratified by the
Consultation, the latter used during the clos-
ing service. One foreign partner familiar with
the NSKK said ~it was his first time to see
the NSKK have this much of a consensus .

The closing service was made more im-
pressive by a song rendered by the young
people asking the Japanese: Official history
of Nippon does not teach us that truth. So
what do you know? Do you know our own

history- the history of Nippon?"

Part lll - Impressions and Other High-‘

lights

The Consultation took place 50 years
after World War 1l. The Nippon Sei Ko Kai
is divided on the issue of whether or not to
apologies for that War. What would they

apologize for and what follows next? Add to
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this the issue of ordination of women to the
priesthood and the demand for liturgical re-
newal. The Anglican Communion is also ea-
ger to hear from the Nippon Sei Ko Kai for
obvious reasons. An observer from London,
overwhelmed by the presentations, com-
mented that the NSKK has literally stripped
naked in front of the world, pleading for help
as it goes into this process of self-introspec-

tion.

The Provincial Secretary revealed that
the various groups have passionate discus-
sions until late at night. He urged the non-
Japanese group to say something to the
NSKK. He summarized the general atmo-
sphere - when the Consultation was con-
ceived, approved by their Synod and finally
took place, there was much excitement.
Now," he said, "I am a little bit anxious of

what is going to happen next.

Indeed, it was a moving experience to
be with them as they tried to wrestle with the
difficult questions facing the Japanese church
today. To face the issues squarely is crucial for
them. The Bishop of Okinawa said it could be a
resurrection experience~. This is a tuning point
for ~he Japanese Church. It is as it were a process
of kenosis in order to achieve kairos. The tension

is finally out to the fore.

At the outset, it seemed a very sorry event.
Yet, one feels it should be a celebration for they
were in a process of delivering a baby. That Ko-
rea and the Philippines as well as other partners
were invited to be there indicate a serious attempt

to hear what others have to say about/to them.



For us in the Philippines, the lesson is very clear:
the NSKK is reaching out to us. We must do the
same for it is recognized that we need one an-
other. Another important point for us to consider
is the fact that our brothers and sisters in the NSKK
are not "successful Christians" as we may think.
Like us, they too, are asking themselves difficult
questions about what it means to follow and be
obedient to the Gospel. Our partnership/coopera-
tion with them must be seen in terms of what one
can do to be in solidarity to strengthen the other.
We must bear in mind that they are a very small
section in the already small number of Christians
in Japan, hence, the call for evangelism in their
context is as urgent as it is for us in this nation.
They too, are in search for effective cooperation
with other Christians in Japan. Whatever step the
NSKK will take is for them to take. Whatever
happens to the NSKK as a result of this Consulta-
tion, they will have to face. Yet, we must be with

them as they are with us in prayer and in service.

The leaders of the consultation are relatively
young. They have taken on the mantle of leading

their church into a retreat of some sort. Perhaps, it

is not necessarily a dissatisfaction on their part
that led to the consultation. Rather, they saw it as
a Gospel imperative - a call to journey with Jesus
Christ. It could be seen as an effort of idealists.
Yet, it is more appropriate to understand it as a
process towards being obedient to the call of the
same Lord. Certainly, the NSKK is in a period of
tension just as we are. But that is the way of the
Cross. In that sense, we are never content with
what we are and have but will always be pilgrims,
constantly in search of the fulfillment of our hav-

ing been cheated in God's image.

After the Consultation the NSKK will never
be the same again and not without much pain.
The upheaval that the Consultation will cause
within the NSKK, their ecumenical community
and their country should be properly understood
as "turning things upside down" in order to inau-
gurate a new age. It causes anxiety yet it must

be inaugurated.

And now to other highlights of the trip.
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